
O S C A R  R O M E R O
H O O R N ,  N E T H E R L A N D S

c a s e  s t u d y

Located in the Dutch city of Hoorn, Oscar Romero high 
school prides itself on the ‘Oscar atmosphere’ – something 

that must be experienced to be understood.



4 x XY-152, 1 x Powersoft T604 amp

System at a glance

Large gymnasium:

Small gymnasium:

2 x XY-152, 1 x Powersoft T604 amp

Lecture hall:

4 x XY-101, 2 x XY-152, 2 x XY-118s,  
2 x XY-122, 1x Powersoft X8 amp

2 x music rooms:

2 x XPRS-10

2 x fitness rooms:

2 x XPRS-10

4 x MUSIC STUDIOS

1 x XPRS-10

Patrick Spel  |  Head of Technical Support  |  Oscar Romero

The sound from the Pioneer Pro Audio 

speakers is so clear. Even at high 

volume, the sound is still great.

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  O s c a r  R o m e r o  t u r n e d  t o  P i o n e e r  P r o  A u d i o 
f o r  n e w  s o u n d  s y s t e m s  i n  1 1  d i f f e r e n t  r o o m s  –  

e a c h  o f  w h i c h  h a d  u n i q u e  d e m a n d s

T H E  C H A L L E N G E

W
hile planning a major renovation  

in 2020, Dutch high school Oscar  

Romero decided to install new  

sound systems in 11 different rooms, from the  

617 m2 gymnasium to the 6 m2 music studios. 

The different audio set-ups Oscar Romero required 

were as varied as the classes and activities they 

would be used for. The two gymnasiums needed 

powerful solutions that could fill the large spaces 

with sound, while the set-up in the lecture hall had 

to be capable of delivering crystal-clear speech, 

music and audio from films. Local installation 

experts AVL stepped in to deliver the project.   

Having previously rented Pioneer Pro Audio  

systems via AVL for school events, there was  

no need to consider another brand, according  

to Patrick Spel, Head of Technical Support at  

Oscar Romero. “The positive experiences we’d  

had with Pioneer Pro Audio before made the  

choice easy,” he says. 

Wouter Ruijter, the owner of AVL, began 

assembling the different systems with his team. In 

the lecture hall – the trickiest of the rooms – they 

created a master PA set-up at the front, with two 

XY-118S subwoofers underneath 15-inch XY-152 

full-range loudspeakers. In the middle of the room, 

two 12-inch XY-122 full-range loudspeakers added 

more coverage while the smaller XY-101 speakers 

were used for delays at the rear. A Powersoft X8 

provided plenty of power and its intuitive software 

made it easy to configure timing and EQ. 

XY Series speakers were also used in the gymnasiums, 

where high power was essential. For the music and 

fitness rooms though, Ruijter chose XPRS Series units. 

“In those rooms, the school needed something that 

produces power and high-quality sound, but that’s 

slightly easier to use,” he explains, adding: “Whether we 

were working with the XY or XPRS Series speakers, we 

were able to achieve crisp, warm and powerful sound 

in every frequency to suit the purposes of each room.”

When all 11 systems were ready, Patrick Spel was among 

the first to hear them. “Our initial reaction was amazement 

– the quality and power from the sound systems is very 

impressive,” he says. “The XPRS 10 in particular caught 

our attention. The frequencies are so pure. It’s a perfect 

full-range speaker for what we need.” And what do the 

students think of the new additions to their school? 

Spel explains: “We have lots of music students who 

use the systems to sing or play in their bands. They 

really like the new sound – especially its volume!”

Oscar Romero follows a line of world-renowned venues 

and festivals to have partnered with Pioneer Pro Audio. 

Since 2013, speakers from three versatile ranges have been 

installed at events and nightclubs including Lovebox and 

fabric in London, Ultra in Singapore, KM5 and Ushuaïa 

Tower in Ibiza and Sound Nightclub in Los Angeles.
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About AlphaTheta Corporation (former company name: Pioneer DJ Corporation) 

AlphaTheta EMEA Limited is the subsidiary of AlphaTheta Corporation responsible for sales and marketing in EMEA. For more than 20 years, the Pioneer DJ 
brand has been a market leader in the design and production of innovative DJ equipment and software. The company works closely with DJs and clubs to 
deliver next generation products that inspire and shape the global dance music community and has recently launched a new range of musical instruments 
for production and live performances. Its portfolio includes brands such as TORAIZ, Pioneer Pro Audio and Pioneer DJ Radio as well as social platforms KUVO 
and DJsounds. AlphaTheta Corporation is a privately held company headquartered in Yokohama, Japan, and is led by President and CEO Yoshinori Kataoka. 
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